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Monthly Business & Community magazine delivered across Wirral
I’m
Pick Me Up!

love-wirral.com
Call: 0151 513 1279 or email: info@love-wirral.com

Located at the award winning
Moreton Hills Golf Centre, Tarran Way
South, Moreton, Wirral CH46 4TP

0151 363 1873
www.vikingquestadventuregolf.co.uk

Opening hours - Monday to Saturday 9am - 5pm - Sunday closed

Come and discuss your
flooring needs
Quality carpets at
affordable prices
FREE measuring and
planning
FREE underlay
on selected carpets
Expert fitting
Full house deals

Urmson Road, Wallasey, CH45 7LG 0151 245 6971
www.carpetworldwallasey.co.uk
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leaving a gift in your Will.”

This month in
history

Love Wirral

Puzzle
page

Dear Friends,
Summer has arrived! Time to
enjoy those BBQ’s, trips to our
lovely beaches and walks in our
beautiful woodlands with family
and friends.

The Magazine of Choice
for Businesses in Wirral.
Do you know?
Community - results & advice days
This month in history
Claire House
Autism Support Workers - recruitment
Community page - Wirral Amblers
Rotary Club of Birkenhead
Yesterday’s Wirral photos
Charity page - New Halal Food Festival
Book review by John Morris
Puzzle page
Charity page - Caldy Open Gardens Update
Community page - Poem by John Fowler
Charity page - The Big Sunflower Project
What’s on - music
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We are so lucky to have
everything here on our doorstep in Wirral!
Sometimes it is taken for granted but during the
warmer months - especially when the children
are on school holidays - Wirral comes into its
own!
Please let us know what is going on in your
community or chosen charity this summer.
Don’t forget to tell our advertisers you saw them
in Love Wirral!
If you are in business and want to attract new
customers, why not advertise with us and/or in
our Love Chester or Love Wrexham magazines, we
offer affordable advertising in our popular
magazines - contact details are on our front page.
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All our magazines are available online - as well as
the answers to our puzzle page :o)

Best Wishes

Circulation of this FREE magazine is distributed to all of Wirral areas.

Part of Local Media Publications Limited
Registered Office: 1st Floor 12 Church Road, Gatley, Cheadle, Cheshire, SK8 4NQ Company Number: 10081143
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“Love Wirral” is produced by an independent organisation; which is not connected to any other organisation, publication or groups.
All material is copyrighted and no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted without the written permission of the copyright holder.
Please note that we do not endorse any products or services of any advertisers. All advertisements and their content are
accepted in good faith. Responsibility for copyright and the accuracy of the information provided lies with the advertiser.

Chiropody treatments are available at

18 Allport Lane, Bromborough Village

Pop in or call to make an appointment
0151 334 2020

HEATHERRATCLIFFE
CHIROPODIST

Heather Ratcliffe M.Inst.Ch.P
HCPC Registered

Specialising in offering a qualified, experienced
and friendly service.

FULL TREATMENT INCLUDES:
• Soothing Foot-Bath • Shaping of Nails
(including ingrowing nails)

• Removal of Hard Skin & Corns
• Relaxing Foot Massage

TREATMENT ALSO OFFERED TO DIABETICS
HOME
VISITS
AVAILABLE
call for details

07939 236 656

Healthy Feet
are
Happy Feet!

M53

We buy any vehicles, cars, vans,
motorcycles, motorhomes etc.
Best prices paid. Free collection within the hour.

07736 681 644
0151 309 5163

Do you see me?
So do your clients!
Lets get businesses back on track. We
have great offers for new advertisers.

WIRRAL
6

MAGAZINE

Get in touch with us.
Call 0151 513 1279 or visit
our website love-wirral.com

From changing
a light fitting to a full rewire.
Inspection certificates (EICR)
NICEIC Registered
approved contractor
Call Ross for a free estimate
Mobile: 07779 554433
Office: 0151 648 8225
www.alphaelectrician.co.uk
Small jobs welcome

Bespoke hardwood windows and doors

Summer offer

Kiln dried Hardwood
Fire Briquettes
10KG Bag £5
10 Bags for £30
20 Bags for £40
Hardwood off-cuts
also available

Unit 1b, Barrowmore Estate, Gt Barrow, CH3 7JA

www.cheshirejoineryservices.com
info@cheshirejoineryservices.com

Tel: 01829 741751

White Feather Home & Gifts offers an eclectic mix of products for the home,
stocking a varied selection of gifts and cards for every occasion. The shop has
been run by identical twins Jilly and Jayne since 2014, and is based opposite
the village green in Willaston, Cheshire. It has a warm, friendly atmosphere,
inviting for people to browse while the team offers advice regarding paint,
colours, and accessories for the home.
All products are chosen with love and care, with the philosophy that the shop
only sells products that the owners would have in their own homes.
White Feather Home & Gifts is also in the exciting process of opening a new
area of the shop called ‘White Feather Wardrobe’ - a small boutique selling
menswear, womenswear, and accessories.

8

Monday - Closed
Tuesday – 10am - 3pm
Wednesday – Closed
Thursday – 10am – 5pm
Friday - 10am - 4 pm
Saturday - 10am - 2pm
Sunday – Closed

Neston Road, Willaston
Cheshire, CH64 1RA
0151 327 8644
whitefeatherhome.com

TRADE
WEEK
5th - 9th
September

Meet the Experts
Decorating advice
Special Offers
& Freebies
Snacks and Cakes
Little Greene Rafﬂe

DO YOU KNOW?

1. The cities of Aachen, Regensburg, Frankfurtam-Main, Nuremberg, Weimar, Bonn and Berlin
have all been capitals of Germany.
2. Berlin is 9
times bigger than
Paris and has
more bridges than
Venice.
3. Your
mobile
phone has more computing power than the
computers used for the Apollo 11 moon landing.
4. For every 1 million tons of oil shipped, about
1 ton is spilled.
5. Earth is the only place in the Solar System
where water can be present in its three states:
solid, liquid and vapour.
6. The U.S. government poisoned alcohol during
Prohibition in the 20s and 30s, killing over 10,000
people.
7. Apple has more operating
cash than the U.S. Treasury.
8. The Titanic’s chief baker
“fortiﬁed” himself with alcohol
and thus survived the freezing
water for 2 hours until he was rescued.
9. A new scientiﬁc method called ‘toxineering’
turns venoms into painkillers.
10. In 2009, Nigerian Police arrested a goat on
suspicion of attempted armed robbery.
11. Alexander the Great, Napoleon, Mussolini
and Hitler, all suffered from ailurophobia, the
fear of cats.
12.The human eye can distinguish about 10
million different colors.
13. Some women can have a genetic mutation
which causes them to see millions of more
colors.
14. Google earns US$20 billion a year from
of CBS, NBC, ABC, and
FOX combined.
15. Iran arrested 14
squirrels for spying in
2007.
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16. The Fastest Goal in Soccer history was
scored just over 2 seconds after kick-off.

17. The Vatican has its own male and female
football teams.
18. There are more than 400 distinct phobias
well recognized by psychologists. Nomophobia
is the fear of being without your mobile
phone or losing your signal.
19. Sleeping on the job is acceptable in Japan, as
it’s viewed as exhaustion from working hard.
20. An Ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain.
21. Similar to
fingerprints,
everyone also has
a Unique Tongue
Print.
22. If you have a
pizza with radius Z and thickness A, its volume is
= Pi*Z*Z*A.
23. Ancient Babylonians did math in base 60
instead of base 10. That’s why we have 60
seconds in a minute and 360 degrees in a circle.
24. Mathematician Paul Erdos could calculate
in his head, given a person’s age, how many
seconds they had lived, when he was just 4 years
old.
25. On average, people who complain live
longer. Releasing the tension increases immunity
and boosts their health.
26. To study the health effects of
coffee, King Gustav III of Sweden
commuted the death sentences
of a pair of twins on the condition
that one drank 3 pots of coffee and
the other tea for the rest of their
lives.
27. Scientists ﬁnally concluded that the chicken
came ﬁrst, not the egg, because the protein
which makes egg shells is only produced by hens.
28. Goldﬁsh can see infrared radiation that is
invisible to us.
29. One Puffer Fish contains enough poison to
kill 30 people.
30. Over 20 million bats live in the Bracken Cave
in Texas, the world’s largest colony of bats.

Sherlocks
Big Enough To Manage – Small Enough To Care

Dear Residents
At Sherlock Estate Management we specialise
in the day to day running of apartment blocks,
large and small both locally and throughout the
region. We are a friendly company and have been
established since 1986 in the centre of Liscard, which
is located in Wallasey, Wirral.
We are pleased to have an opportunity to offer you
our services as estate managers. We do appreciate
considering a management company can be a delicate
decision but we can assure you that we are 100%
confident that we can help you. With this in mind we
would be more than happy to call and see you, or you
are more than welcome to visit us here at our office.
Our time is your time.
We feel residential management requires a personalised
approach and given the opportunity, we will endeavour
to familiarise ourselves with you and your property
and match our service to your requirements, this is
something we pride ourselves on.

The items below illustrate a
number of day to day tasks that
we can administer on your behalf:

Service Charge Collection
Legal Matters
General cleaning
Gardening
Window Cleaning
Decorating
Maintenance
Insurance Policies
Annual accounts
Neighbourly issues
We can arrange new or retain existing
contractors and can help with as much
or as little as you need.

Sherlock House, Manor Road, Wallasey, Wirral, CH45 4JB

Telephone: 0151 638 8160

www.sherlockpropertymanagement.co.uk
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Transform your kitchen
in as little as a day!
Complete kitchen makeovers
Peace of mind with our 10-year warranty
Installed directly over existing surfaces
Made-to-measure replacement doors
Find out more at our Ellesmere Port showroom
Unit 17/18, Junction 8 Business Park,
Rosscliffe Road, Ellesmere Port, CH65 3AS
Display: Gordale Garden Centre,
Chester High Road, CH64 8TF
See website for opening hours or call • 0151 434 4880
trend-transformations.co.uk/ellesmereport
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*Credit subject to status and affordability. Terms & Conditions Apply. Granite Options Ltd trading as Trend Transformations is a credit broker and
is Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No. 930209. Credit is provided by Novuna Personal Finance, a trading style of
Mitsubishi HC Capital UK PLC, authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Financial Services Register no. 704348. The register
can be accessed through http://www.fca.org.uk
Warning: Late repayment can cause you serious money problems. For help go to moneyhelper.org.uk

Mobile Foot Clinic

TIME TO CLEAN YOUR
OVEN? LET US DO
THE JOB YOU HATE

Take a step
towards
healthier feet

BEFORE

Fully insured to carry out
routine foot care including:

Call 07305 756497

AFTER

Ovens
Grills
l Extractors

• Nail trimming
• Corn & callus removal
• Fungal & thickened
• nail treatment
• Athlete’s foot
• Ingrown toenails

EN
SE TV
A SO N

Jo Gilbert MCFH

Foot Health Practitioner

Filters
BBQs
l Microwaves

Hobs
Ranges
l AGAs

l

l

l

l

l

l

I’m simply delighted at how sparkly clean
my oven and hob look now! It really does
look like the cooker is brand new again!

Call Danny Phillips or go online today
for your FREE quote!
0800 840 7127

Your local award winning smart device
experts supporting you since 2011,
come and see us for...

Get an Apple iPhone SE (1st Gen) for only £99
plus FREE set up and discounted accessories.

Great as a 1st smartphone for secondary school! Pop in today.

T’s and C’s apply. Available while stock lasts. All phnes are refurbished with 6 months warranty.

0151 342 2004 | www.fone.care

• Professional phone repairs
• Professional iPad repairs
• Data transfers
• Unlocking
• Quality accessories
• Refurbished phones & tablets
• Tuition & Device set up
• Tech support & Expert advice
• We also buy in phones & tablets
| hello@fone.care

open Monday to Saturday 10am - 4pm | 182b Telegraph Road Heswall CH60 0AJ

APPLY
NOW

&
S
T
L
U
S
RE

ADVICE DAYS
25th & 26th August
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www.cambria.ac.uk | 0300 30 30 007
enquiries@cambria.ac.uk

AN AFFORDABLE STUNNING
MAKEOVER THAT WILL SIMPLY...

TRANSFORMYOURKITCHEN
The Kitchen Makeover Specialists

F R E E S I N K A N D TA P W I T H A L L WO R K TO P O R D E R S T& C ’ S A P P LY.

Endorsed by
Which? Trusted Trader

BEFORE

No need to empty cupboards
Most kitchens completed in a day.
No mess, no fuss.
All doors made to measure.
Choose from Vinyl, acrylic
and solid wood doors.

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTATION

AFTER

Ask about our quartz overlay.
Why replace your worktops when this
unique quartz overlay simply fits over
your existing surface.
Hygienic, easy to care for, scratch
resistant, easily installed, heat
resistant & timeless.

W E O F F E R F R E E S U R V E Y, D E S I G N & Q U O T E S
www.transformyourkitchen.net
A Family Run Firm WIth 25 Years Experience

Call for a FREE quotation on

01244 794 102

IN

THIS

MONTH
HISTORY

This feature each month
will give interesting facts
from years gone by.
See what you remember
that happened in your
lifetime.

THIS DAY IN HISTORY FOR THE MONTH OF JULY
5th July 1946

The bikini was showcased for the first time.
Exotic dancer Micheline Bernardini modelled
the first bikini, designed by Frenchman Louis
Réard, at the Piscine Molitor in Paris.
The new item of swimwear was named the
‘bikini’ after the atomic test oﬀ of the Bikini
Atoll by the US earlier that week. The US was in a
race against the Soviet Union to produce nuclear
weapons. In order to test their bombs, the US
government cleared the Bikini Atoll islands in
the Pacific.
Two-pieces had been worn prior to 1946 by
women in the UK and US, but nothing made out of such a small amount of
material: Réard used just 30 inches of fabric to make the bikini – much to the
shock of many members of the media present at the unveiling.

10th July 1973

The Bahamas, an archipelago that is made up
of hundreds of islands and cays, was discovered
by Christopher Columbus in 1492. Columbus’
expedition was backed by King Ferdinand and
Queen Isabella of Spain. Consequently, the islands
were initially subject to the rule of the Spanish
Government.
Thereafter, the Bahamian islands were ruled by America for a brief period
and were finally possessed by Great Britain. After decades of debate and
legal transactions, the Islands of The Bahamas were granted self-government
by Great Britain in 1964. This was followed in 1969 with the Colony of the
Bahamas becoming the Commonwealth of the Bahamas thus opening the door
for full independence.
On July 10th 1973, after 300 years of being a colony, The Bahamas made the
peaceful transition to nationhood by becoming an Independent Nation. Since
the attainment of Independence in 1973, July 10th has been observed as a
National Holiday across the archipelago and in Bahamian Foreign Missions.
Over the eight to ten day period leading up to Independence Day Bahamians
engage in numerous cultural and festive and ethnocentric activities and
events, all of which are designed to demonstrate patriotism. Among the major
events planned to be celebrated on every island are: National Pride Day, an
Ecumenical Services, a Fun Walk/Run.
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22nd July 1933

Wiley Hardeman Post made the first around-theworld solo flight in the “Winnie Mae,” specially
equipped with a new automatic-pilot and a radio
direction finder, in 7 days, 18 hours and forty-nine
and one-half minutes.
He was interested in aviation from his boyhood days
in Texas, and became a parachute jumper with an
aerial-exhibition team. After an oil-field accident in
which he lost an eye, he purchased an airplane and
learned to fly it in 1927.
He than became a ‘barnstormer.” After becoming a
pilot for an Oklahoma oil man, Wiley Post flew the
monoplane “Winnie Mae” to victory in the Cross-Country Derby of the 1930
National Air Races. In 1931, he and Harold Getty made a record-setting flight
around the world in the “Winnie Mae.”
Prior to that, in the early 1930s, he became intensely interested in the
possibilities of long-distance, high speed flight in the stratosphere. Later he
conceived and helped to design, make, and test the first fully pressurized
flying suit and helmet. In 1934, wearing this outfit, he reached altitudes of
50,000 feet in the supercharged “Winnie Mae” and there discovered the jet
streams.

26th July 1991

Sonic the Hedgehog was first released. The game
features Sonic the Hedgehog, who can run at
supersonic speeds, setting out on a quest to defeat
Dr. Robotnik, a scientist who has imprisoned
animals in robots and seeks the powerful Chaos
Emeralds. The gameplay involves collecting rings as
a form of health, and a simple control scheme, with
jumping and attacking controlled by a single button.
Development began in 1990 when Sega ordered
its developers to create a game featuring a mascot
for the company. After considering a number of
suggestions, the developers decided on a blue
hedgehog and named themselves “Sonic Team” to
match their character. Sonic the Hedgehog, designed
for fast gameplay, was influenced by games by Super
Mario series creator Shigeru Miyamoto.
Sonic the Hedgehog was well received by critics, who praised its visuals, audio,
and gameplay. It is widely considered one of the greatest video games of all
time. It was also commercially successful, becoming one of the best-selling
video games of all time with approximately 24 million copies sold worldwide.
Furthermore, it established the Genesis as a key player in the 16-bit era
and allowing it to compete with Nintendo’s Super Nintendo Entertainment
System console. The game has been ported a number of times, and inspired
several clones, a successful franchise, and adaptations into other media. It was
followed by Sonic the Hedgehog 2 in 1992.

The Wirral Bath Co.
AFFORDABLE LUXURY
SUPPLIED & FITTED
New showroom now open

259 Woodchurch Road
Prenton, CH42 9LE
0151 677 6721 | 07855 015366
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PAINTING & BUILDING SERVICES

We are a family run
business with over 15 years
painting and building
experience.

Exterior Walls - Protective Wall Coating
ABC textured coating system is designed to be applied the whole year
round and is ...
• Up to 20 times thicker than conventional paint
• Exceptionally durable
• Designed to eliminate penetrating damp
• Able to drive out wind-driven rain
• Flexible
• Unlike conventional paint so will not flake or peel
• Made with high levels of UV resistance and hence colour stable
• Thick enough to remove ugly scars caused by window or door
replacements
• Effective at hiding damage to walls from previous attempts at repair
• Micro porous so allows the walls to breathe
• Ideal for brick, stone, render, pebbledash and Tyrolean, etc
(a clear finish is also available for brick and stone)
Call for a no obligation quote:
Office: 0151 909 2993 Mobile 07946 325 811

“ I had no career

path, now I care

Join My Care My Home for a fulfilling career in care
•

Guaranteed contractual hours

•

Free uniform and full PPE

•

Paid induction training

•

Opportunity to complete qualifications

•

Enhanced Bank Holiday rates

•

Free DBS

Apply now:
Call:
0800 240 4461
Apply online:
mycaremyhome.co.uk/apply

MANUFACTURERS, SUPPLIERS AND
INSTALLERS OF QUALITY FENCING.

• FENCING
• PAVING
• TURFING

SHEDS
CONCRETE
POSTS/BASE

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC/TRADE

FREE QUOTE

CALL 01244 534444
MOBILE 07555 490375
The Old Stables, Station Road,
Sandycroft, CH5 2PT
Email: comleypaving@hotmail.com
20

Pric
es
fromstart

£29

9

Installation of
Loft ladders, hatches, insulation,
storage floors and more.
Call today for a FREE quote
Mobile 07497 141370
Landline 01925 967178
www.theloftstoragecompany.co.uk
info@theloftstoragecompany.co.uk
Find us on Facebook

Call us on:

0151 327 8095
CONSERVATORIES

I

ORANGERIES

BEFORE ROOF INSTALLED

I CONSERVATORY ADAPTATIONS
The only system
that comes with
planning consent.
Call us today for a
FREE quotation.

Transform your conservatory
into an all year round living space
NORTH WEST
No. 1

INSTALLER

AFTER ROOF INSTALLED
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A local family run firm you can trust

FREE EXPERT
ADVICE
HOME EXTENSIONS I GARDEN ROOMS

I REPLACEMENT GLASS

BEFORE

AFTER

• A wide range of tiles
and colours
• Lighting & Plastering
included
• Upgrade your frames
or glass
• Fully trained installation
teams

www.pureconser vatories.co.uk

“Make sure we are always
here for seriously and
terminally ill children by
leaving a gift in your Will.”
Clare, Children’s Nurse.

1 IN 5 CHILDREN WE CARE FOR
IS FUNDED BY GIFT
GIFTS
S IN WILLS
28
24 Registered Charity No. 1004058

Visit clairehouse.org.uk today

Tel: 0151 336 6925
BUILDING

GLAZING

We understand the importance
of achieving a customers vision
and needs.
Every project is completed to
the highest quality and customer
satisfaction is imperative.
We aim to give customers
confidence that we will keep
disruption to a minimum and
always work within a safe, clean
and tidy environment.

We are professional installers
of windows, doors, bi folds and
frameless glass extensions.
Elliott Build & Glaze Ltd is a Fensa
registered company and we are
able to provide a 10 year insurance
backed guarantee.

PLANNING

From first contact with the customer
to completion of the project, Elliott
Build & Glaze Ltd can provide all
services required to meet your
needs, from full architectural design
to the final fitting of the flooring.
We aim make this experience as
enjoyable and stress free as possible.

CUSTOMER RECOMMENDATIONS
Farrar – Greasby
“Both Alison and I would like you to pass on
our thanks and best wishes to all of those
involved at Elliottt Build & Glaze Ltd in this
project, as they have been very attentive
and professional, as well as personable,
throughout the project.”

Forshaw/Murray – Bebington
We are very happy with all the
work and the high standard that
was attained.

O’Mally - Meols
“Scott and the team certainly gave us best
in class service whilst they worked on our
extension, kitchen and bathrooms. They kept
us informed all the way and worked around
our diaries to deliver the programme on time.
We highly recommend them to anyone.

w w w. e l l i o t t b u i l d a n d g l a z e l t d . c o. u k
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Email: elliottbuildandglazeltd@live.com

Elliott Build & Glaze Ltd is a trading name of S R Elliott Build & Glaze Ltd.

We LOVE to make you SMILE...
BESPOKE DENTURES
Natural looking dentures
beautifully created just for you
We believe in treating our clients
with dignity and descretion

IMPLANT RETAINED DENTURES
Many patients who have chosen to have
implants, report they are happy and
comfortable for the ﬁrst time since the
loss of their natural teeth.

WHAT OUR CLIENTS SAY

“The moment I met Philip and his team

I knew I was in safe hands. Everyone was
patient, caring and professional.”
Doreen - Wirral

C A L L U S T O D AY

0151 678 9833
Smile we're local
Junction 3 M53

Dental Solutions Denture Clinic
399 Upton Road Prenton Wirral, CH43 9SE

www.dentalsolutions.co

Do you or does someone you
know need some Extra Help?
p?

Our services include:
• Meal preparation
• Shopping and errands
• Ironing
• Escorts
(Bingo, hospital etc)
• Regular or
one-off services
• Dog walking
• Senior sitting
• Cleaning

From £15.00 per hour

Need some help getting to the Dr or to hospital appointments?
We can help by providing friendly, professional, reliable, police checked carers.
Call us now and let us provide a helping hand.

Tel 0151 380 0300 www.extra-help.co.uk EXTRAHELP
a helping hand
We are working safely during coronavirus (COVID-19)

•Higher •Safer •Cleaner
Great Ceaning Results, Totally Safe & Kind to the Environment

Heated Pure Waterfed Pole System

100% PROFESSIONAL DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL WINDOW CLEANERS

50%
OFF

When you
recommen! d
a friend
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A family run business for over 35 years
Water Fed Pole
& Traditional
Window Cleaning
Windows
Conservatories
Fascias
Cladding
Gutters

T: 0151 201 8527
M:07957 560060

Email: staybrightwindowcleanerswirral@hotmail.com

WE ARE HIRING!

AUTISM

SUPPORT
WE CAN OFFER YOU A REWARDING AND VARIED CAREER
WITH FULL TRAINING AND BENEFITS...

Up to £10.10 per hour
Comprehensive
employee benefits

Award-winning training
APPLY NOW

straight

DON`T BE CAUGHT
NAPPING!!
LASTING POWERS OF
ATTORNEY FOR
HEALTH & FINANCE
MATTERS

SINGLE: £240 FOR BOTH
COUPLE: £360 FOR BOTH
** INCLUDING VAT & HOME VISITS **

Call: 0845 052 2757 (std rate)
info@wirralestateplanning.co.uk
Visit our website:
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk
30

TRADING STANDARD MULTIPLE WINNERS FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE

We oﬀer the complete building service

Planning from design to completion
Building regulations & permission obtained
Extension and loft conversions
Alterations & repairs / Structural repairs
Damp & timber treatment
Insurance backed guarantees
QUALITY | HONESTY | RELIABILITY
PROFESSIONALS YOU CAN RELY ON

Telephone: 0151 327 4871
www.astra-property-care.com
s
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Summer’s too short for painting fences.
Choose 25 years maintenance free metal fencing*. Choose ColourFence.
Unique ColourFence GUARANTEE

Why choose anything else?

◆

◆
◆
◆
◆

◆
◆

For a free, no-obligation quote, ﬁnd out more via:

01517 591 316 | colourfencewirral.co.uk

†

25 YEAR

GUARANTEE

T&C’s apply - see website for details. †Mersey Garden Fencing Limited is an introducer appointed representative of Ideal Sales Solutions Ltd t/a
Ideal4Finance. Ideal Sales Solutions is a credit broker and not a lender (FRN703401). Finance available subject to status. The rate offered is always
provisional and will depend upon your personal circumstances, the loan amount and term.
*

GREENSTONE

GARDEN SERVICES

We are a family
run business with
over 30 years
of experience

Specialising in:
Low maintenance gardens
Tidy ups, graveling, bark & mulch
Hedge cutting, tree work & conﬁer reduction
Before
After
Turﬁng & lawn repairs
Scarifying
Patios
Fencing & gates
Garden maintenance
Drainage problems
Pensioner rates

Call Paige on: 07728 394 653

From

£895
895

*

for a fully
fitted electric
garage door.

Garolla garage doors are expertly
made to measure in our own UK
factories, they’re strong and solidly
built. The electric Garolla door rolls
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches
inside your garage, maximising
valuable space. Our expert local
installers will fit your new door and
they’ll take away the old one too,
so there’s no mess.

Give us a call today and we’ll come
and measure up FREE of charge.

WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.

CALL US TODAY ON:

0151 321 0596
MOBILE:

07537 149 128
*Offer valid for openings up to 2.4m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.
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Community

WIRRAL AMBLERS

We are a leisurely ambling group for the over 50’s on the
Wirral who want to become a little more active and meet
some friendly people. We have an ambling range of only
3 miles, go slowly and take rest stops.
If you’d like to come and join us use the following link
www.downtomeet.com/Wirral-Amblers
We look forward to meeting you.

EMPORIUM
It’s an Aladdins Cave of Treasures
You name it and we’ve probably got it!
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All types of new & second-hand furniture & ﬁttings to browse under one roof!
From bulbs to lights, door handles to doors & stools to tables!

Hooton Works, Hooton, Wirral (Junction 5 - M53) off A41 to Chester Next to Corfe’s)

Tel: 0151 328 1467 Open: Mon-Sat from 9am - 5pm

All credit cards accepted

The Rotary Club of Birkenhead
Telephone Club Secretary on

0151 336 7528

Rotary Japanese Scholar Tomoka
visits Make it Happen in Birkenhead
Tomoka is pictured left with Amy
Butterworth, CEO of the Rotary
supported Make it Happen centre in
Birkenhead and on the right Wendy
Meade, the chair of the Club’s
Community committee. Wendy was
showing Tomoka around the various
community organisations supported
by Birkenhead Rotary. This included
Neo and the Wirral Women and
Children’s Aid.

Rotarian Marion Kennedy is
pictured with President Graham
Connolly and Marion’s daughter
Andrea Ellis.

Andrea, who is a Detective Sergeant
with Cheshire Constabulary, visited
to give a talk about the importance of
the detecting of crimes, with the aim
of not just identifying the perpetrator,
but also having a successful
outcome in a court prosecution.

Rotarians visited Flaybrick
Memorial Gardens in Birkenhead
for a guided tour.
With 100,000 burials in 10,000
graves, Rotarians saw just a small
number of the amazing and varied
graves, and heard a snapshot of
some famous locals buried there.
They also viewed the many beautiful
and sometimes ancient trees.
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www.birkenheadrotary.org

Yesterday's Wirral Books
Latest of over 60 publications:

Old Wirral photographs to
bring back memories of a
time gone by.
You can see more in Ian’s
books at all good stores
and Gordale Nurseries.

New Publication - September 2012

Pubs of Wirral - Part 1

BREWERIES of BIRKENHEAD

128 Pages A4

£9.95

Including: WIRRAL, Liverpool, Chester,
Cheshire and North Wales

Also - Reprint of

Yesterday’s Liverpool

A Pictorial History 1857 - 1957 with over 450 photographs/graphics

For further details contact:- Ian Boumphrey - Tel/Fax 0151 608 7611
web site: http: www.yesterdayswirral.co.uk

Rock Ferry Comrades FC and supporters are posing for a photograph in front of
The Green at Thornton Hough - 24th April 1924.
This photograph was
used for an advert on
22nd March 1939 in a
Birkenhead Philharmonic
Society programme.

Royal Rock Hotel (above)
Built about 1805. It incorporated the Royal
Rock Tap / Rock Ferry Tap. Owned by Yates’s
Castle Brewery, it closed in the early 1970s and
was demolished in 1975. The site is now an
overgrown wooded area.
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The advert boasted:
• Oldest established
Residential Hotel in
the district
• Facing Mersey
• Unrivalled view
• 5 minutes Station
Ferry Boat to
Liverpool
• Electric light
• Hot and cold running
water in all bedrooms
• Private lock-up
garages for long visits
or families
• Fully licensed
• Moderate Tariff
• For tariff apply to
Manager

The Boy Scouts of America gateway is pictured at the Arrowe Park International
Scout Jamboree, which took place from 31st July to 13th August 1929. This
photograph must have been taken in the early part of the fortnight as most of
the 320,000, paying public, who visited the camp suffered from the effects of
continuous rain, which made the ground underfoot very wet - the event was
unoﬃcially re-named “mudboree”.
Crowds are
proceeding down
Station Road in
Moreton (later
re-named Pasture
Road) towards
Leasowe Shore.
They are passing
Ye Olde English
Picture House,
which was oﬃcially
opened on 30th
April 1921.

Crowds gathered to witness the
unveiling service of the Cenotaph in
Hamilton Square on 5th July 1925
in memory of the 1,293 men of
Birkenhead who gave their lives in
the First World War.
It replaced the John Laird Statue
which had been erected in 1877
and was moved to its current site at
the other end of the square.

HawkES AND WRIGHT LTD
YO U R B O DY R E PA I R S P E C I A L I S T S
OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
- WELDING
- RESTORATION
- INSURANCE
- CRASH REPAIR
- WHEEL REFURBISHMENTS
- FREE COURTESY CAR

0151 353 1031
hawkesandwright@hotmail.com

Unit 1, Buildwas Road, Clayhill Light Industrial Park, Neston, CH64 3RU

ASPINALLS SELF STORAGE CENTRE
SECURE STORAGE UNITS
8 x 5 ft £40.00 per month
8 x 10 ft £90.00 per month
8 x 6 ft £60.00 per month
20 x 8 ft £120.00 per month

Our self-storage site access is easy through our large modern gates which work via your mobile phone with ﬂood
lighting and remote monitoring through the dozens of cctv cameras the site is both Easy to Access and Secure.

www.aspinallsstorage.co.uk
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Aspinalls Storage, 26 Tarran Way West, Moreton, Wirral CH46 4TT

Telephone: 0151 606 9586

Finding the right used car for you is our mission statement; with over 50 used
cars & vans in stock, on our site in Bromborough, Wirral, we are sure to find
the ideal car for you. We deal with people all across the country, offering
vehicles tailor made to suit your needs and budget.

Great
Part-Ex
Deals

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Cars
Bought
for Cash
!

Croft Car Sales, Unit 36, Dinsdale Road,
Croft Business Park, Bromborough, Wirral , CH62 3PY

www.croftcarsales.com

7 REASON TO BUY FROM US

12 Months MOT
3 Months WARRANTY
Full HPI Check
Oil & Filter Service
Fully Valeted
FREE MOT Test for “LIFE”
Free Oil & Filter Service
for “LIFE”
ALL VEHICLES COME WITH THE ABOVE, ON SCREEN
PRICE OVER £1000.
N/B “LIFE” means the duration that you own the vehicle!

07966 773003

Quicks
TELEPHONE: 0151 334 1415

M.O.T

M.O.T

CLASS 4,5 & 7

CLASS 4,5 & 7

£35 M.O.T’s
TYRES • TRACKING • EXHAUSTS

SPECIAL OFFER 1

SPECIAL OFFER 2

WITH THIS ADVERT AT
BROMBOROUGH BRANCH!
EXTENDED TO 31.10.22

WITH THIS ADVERT AT
BROMBOROUGH BRANCH!
EXTENDED TO 31.10.22

£35 MOT

ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN!

SERVICE & MOTfrom £125
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN!

W

K
OR

AS A QUICKS
SERVICE
CUSTOMER
YOU GET
FREE
Bulbs

FREE

W
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SERVICE
CENTRE

Fluid Top Ups

FREE

Brake Check
PLEASE CALL TO BOOK IN 0151 334 1415
AND SPEAK TO STEPHEN KEWLEY

FREE

Tyre Check

www.quicksservicecentre.co.uk - Hardnott Road, Bromborough

Charity
New Halal Food Festival makes its debut in Manchester this Summer
taking place at the BEC Arena the bank holiday weekend on:
Saturday 27th August and Sunday 28th August 2022.

With over 100+ exhibitors, street food vendors, 4 indoor arenas and an outdoor
fun fair we are set for a tasty bank holiday weekend. ‘The Halal Food Festival’ are
extremely excited to make its debut in Manchester over 10,000+ foodies expected!
Greater Manchester is very well renowned for its dining options and diverse culture.
Attracting people from surrounding areas such as Blackburn, Bolton, Bradford,
Dewsbury and more rush to the ‘Curry Mile’ every weekend. We feel this is a great
opportunity for a huge sector of the community to be represented.
Our street food vendors are looking to represent from all over the globe
including ‘Afrikana’, ‘OMayalsia’, ‘The Dutch Fishmen’, ‘Phat Jo’s’, ‘The
Butchers Kitchen’ and Manchester’s very own and afro-Caribbean ‘Rita’s Reign’.
The main arena will play host to your favourite Halal brands such as ‘Armaan’,
‘Ceekays’, ‘Shana’ and ‘The Halal Food Shop’. Celebrity chefs such as ‘Homemade
Savouries by Sara’ as featured on BBC and The Islam Channel will be hosting live
cooking demonstrations, workshops and competitions live in our cooking theatre.
A vast array of gourmet desserts, savouries and lifestyle vendors will also be
available.
Arena 2 is set to be a ‘Artisan Market’ hosted by ‘Muslim Instashop Expo’. Expect
fine delicacies, home décor, arts and crafts, fashion and beauty. This has been
a great platform for small, start-up and Instagram businesses in the midlands at
Birmingham’s Monthly Muslim Market.
Other areas include the outdoor fun fair and kids play arena with activities hosted
by our official charity partner, ‘Islamic Relief’.
With Manchester’s harmonious diverse mix of ethnicities, our aim is to become an
annual date within Manchester festivities and calendar.
Starting from 12 noon to 8.00pm each day, be sure to arrive with an empty stomach!
Tufail Hussain, Director of Islamic Relief UK said: “Islamic Relief UK is honoured to
be the official charity partner of the Halal food festival in Manchester.
“This will be an amazing outdoor event and we look forward to seeing thousands
of people from all backgrounds and walks of life coming together to enjoy the fun,
festivities, and delicious food. There will be great activities from a fun fair to a kid’s
zone as well as prayer areas.
“Not only will families enjoy delicious food at the event but they will also be helping
those less fortunate. Islamic Relief UK and the festival will have a charity target to
feed 5000 people across the world as well as supporting local homeless centres.”

Tickets for the weekend festival are available to buy from:
https://www.thehalalfoodfestival.com/
Prices start at £7.00.
A food festival not to be missed! Save the dates in your diary.
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Book review:

‘Addicted to Football’ : My Journey
from Anﬁeld to Almost Anywhere”
Author - Jon Newby
Publisher - Pitch Publishing
“Living the dream” to make a career in
professional football

The harsh reality, or at times brutality, of professional
sport is that only exceptionally talented players
are certain of “being chosen”. For many players in
professional football both established players and
younger trainees, the months of May and June can
be particularly fraught and challenging as clubs
publish their retained lists with details of players
being released. In an engaging, insightful and at times
emotionally thought provoking book, Jon Newby
“Addicted to Football; My Journey from Anﬁeld to
Almost Everywhere”, the author takes the reader on a personal “bumpy journey”
starting out as a nine year old within Liverpool’s centre of excellence structure, with
a desire and determination to fulﬁll his dream of “wanting to play for Liverpool”.
Readers with children who train with and play for “academies” will empathise
with Jon’s personal analysis and reﬂection on the support of his family in their
eﬀorts to help him reach “his goal” and “to see a Newby play for Liverpool”.
He signed schoolboy forms for Liverpool in January 1993 aged 14 and notes that
although he was thin and skinny as a rake, he was “lightening quick”. He highlights
his success in the Liverpool Under 16 team against arch rivals Everton when he
scored two goals, both of which were set up by Steven Gerrard, and in winning
the FA Youth Cup and the team’s celebration in front of a crowd of 25,00 at Anﬁeld.
Happy memories!!
He makes some interesting points regarding his lack of conﬁdence, self doubt and
inability to switch oﬀ after a game, with “over analysis” of his performance. He
recounts his personal experience in an FA Youth Cup semi ﬁnal tie against Crystal
Palace. After winning the ﬁrst leg at Anﬁeld 4-2 Liverpool in London. Jon recalls
hitting the bar twice in the ﬁrst twenty minutes and being substituted in the last
twenty minutes. His comment “if both my ﬁnishes had been an inch lower in the
ﬁrst half, I’d have been the hero” highlights his lack of personal conﬁdence and the
thin line between success and failure. Unfortunately, it is apparent that despite
Jon’s acknowledgment of the high standard of coaching at Liverpool there was
no mention of speciﬁc support or guidance to address his self conﬁdence or
resilience. As a result Jon struggled with self doubt on the pitch for most of his
career. Most clubs have now addressed the need for psychological support for
players at all levels.
Many readers may well have endured the emotional “tug of war”experienced by his
parents when he was oﬀered a trainee placement at 16. His mother stressed that
he should stay at school to complete his “A” levels, since there was” no guarantee
that “football could be a lasting career”. After completing his “A” levels in 1997
he signed his ﬁrst contract with a signing on fee of £2,600 and £250 per week,
giving him the opportunity to fulﬁll his dream of wanting to play for Liverpool.

It is evident that Jon found the step up to pre-season training and senior ‘ﬁtness
levels’ an eye opener. There was no sentiment or half measures, “you were either
good enough or you weren’t”. He charts his progress playing for the reserves to
training with the ﬁrst team, highlighting Phil Thompson as a “no holds barred
motivator”. He progressed well, accepting a two year contract with a £30,000
signing on fee and doubling his wages to £700 per week. His conﬁdence improved
and in 1999/2000 season he was in the ﬁrst team squad. You can sense his pride
and passion as he recalls being awarded his ﬁrst team shirt with “NEWBY” and
‘32’ on the back to come on as sub in the League Cup game against Hull. He then
came on as sub in the Premier League game against Middlesborough at Anﬁeld,
making his debut in the Premier League with his Dad and brother watching from
the Kop. Wow, this was his “dream come true”,
However, as happens to so many players on the ‘fringe of the ﬁrst team’ or ‘the
brink of stardom’ the subjective nature and brutality of selection dominates their
status. A change of coach, manager, playing style, players returning from injury,
new signings, personality clash, etc can transform your “position in the squad”.
Gerard Houllier the new Liverpool manager considered it would be beneﬁcial
for Jon to go out on loan to Crewe Alexandra, “to play regular ﬁrst team games”.
Jon’s steady progression at Liverpool was curtailed as he was thrust into a “new
environment”, he describes as “like starting a new school”. He is open and
frank regarding his nervousness and anxiety regarding working out the dressing
room leaders, the characters and support from coaches, etc. He highlights how
his “mental frailty” was exposed by the “loan move”, including “diﬃculties in
addressing intimidation”, the physical confrontation with big defenders”, being
kicked up in the air all night” and the clash of personalities with the manager Dario
Gradi resulting in his transfer to Bury. It is clear that Jon received high level
coaching for his physical ﬁtness and footballing skills but only limited indirect
attention was attached to addressing his lack of tenacity, determination,
resilience and grit.
In an engrossing, all embracing analysis into the highs and lows of being a
journeyman footballer. Jon highlights issues which impacted upon his “progress
as a footballer”, many of which are common to an increasing number of players
being “released” by clubs. These include transfer negotiations, searching for a
‘fresh start’, misleading press reports, getting injured and lack of back up resources
at smaller clubs, problems in dressing rooms, taking a wage cut to keep playing,
travelling time and personal issues, problems with supporters, in his case at
Wrexham! and being released wondering “Where next”.
He describes being released by Bury in 2003 as the beginning of the toughest
three year period in his career as he addressed the emotional issues of attempting
to ﬁnd a new club. He went for a trial at Wrexham before moving to play on
trial for Chester with his former manager Graham Barrow. He then returned to
Wrexham on a monthly contract at Wrexham with Denis Smith, before being
injured and released. His desire to play football involved writing to numerous
clubs and managers. It is emotionally challenging to read his predicament “I
was the forgotten man”, a situation which so many players have to face as they
attempt to ‘keep playing’. He describes the process of ﬁnding a “new club” in
terms of “have boots will travel” as he gets up at 4am to get back to Scotland
for training. This was the “straw that broke the camels back, as he moved into
non league football. He exposes the murky side of non-league football as he
highlights the way he was sacked by Colwyn Bay with club oﬃcials acting with no
dignity or concern for the impact upon him as a person.
Football to Jon Newby was an “addiction”, a way of life which he found diﬃcult to
live without. Due to his lack of personal conﬁdence he never found situations
easy to deal with emotionally, particularly poor performances, missed chances
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and physical challenges which match oﬃcials did not address. His sacking at
Colwyn Bay led to the build up of extreme depression including days in the house
to “shut myself away from everyone. In many ways he “felt a failure” because he
hadn’t had the career he wanted Pleased to say that following his retirement from
football and major heart surgery, Jon is now working in the player recruitment
department at Liverpool.
The author is to be congratulated on an insightful analysis of the personal issues,
tribulations, hurdles and undulating road facing young people intent on realising
their dream of playing professional football. Parents of aspiring footballers and
academy coaches would gain from reading this outstanding personal contribution
to the research on promoting insight into issues other than ﬁtness and ball skills
that impact on performers.
About the reviewer
John T Morris BA(Hons),MEd,MPhil,DipPsych,CertEd.
John is an FA coach. He taught physical education in Ladbroke Grove,and was coach
to the West London Schools Under 15 team. He has worked with youth players at
Fulham, Chelsea, QPR, and Wrexham. He was ﬁtness and weight training coach
in Queens Park and ﬁtness coach at Wrexham Rugby Club. Following consultancy
work in schools and colleges John currently specialises in working with individuals
and teams to develop growth mindsets, including resilience, conﬁdence, tenacity,
drive and determination.

Vehicle Graphic Specialists
& Sign Manufacturers

Do you see me?
So do your clients!

Vehicle Wrapping

Lets get businesses back on track. We
have great offers for new advertisers.

Window Graphics

Get in touch with us.
Call 0151 513 1279 or visit
our website love-wirral.com

Interior/Exterior Signs
Plaques
Exhibition Displays
Promotional Banners
Digital Printing & Labels

WIRRAL

MAGAZINE

Tel: 0151 334 7474
www.signsexpress.co.uk/liverpoolnorth
2 Hawkshead Road, Croft Business Park
Bromborough, Wirral CH62 3RJ
Signs Express
Liverpool North & Wirral

@SignsExpressLW

Down
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
14
15
16
19
21
24
25
26
Across
8
9

Fat (4)
Naming a candidate
(10)
10 Stationary part of a
motor (6)
11 Memorial (8)

12 A ﬂightless New Zea
land bird (4)
13 Inability (10)
17 Used to hold up pants
(4)
18 Court case (5)
19 Listen (4)
20 A shield (10)

Sudoku Puzzle
How to play:
The numbers 1 through 9 will appear
once only in each row, column, and 3x3
zone. There are 9 such zones in each
sudoku grid.
There is only one correct solution to each
sudoku. Good luck!
Diﬃculty level: Medium.
Solutions can be found on our website
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Sycophants (10)
Existing only in the mind (8)
Lacking aesthetic sensibility
(10)
Islamic prayer leader (4)
In a little while (archaic) (4)
Nuclear (6)
Knowing a secret (4)
Bell (5)
Word that is the same backto-front (10)
Copy (10)
Peaks (8)
Labor organizations (6)
“Once ____ a time” (4)
Despise (4)
Profound (4)
22
23
27
28
29

Misplaced (4)
Penalized (8)
Come back (6)
With the current (10)
Marks on a playing
card (4)

DPB WILL WRITING SERVICES
PROTECTING YOUR FUTURE
DPB Will Writing Services are a Cheshire based
professional independent Will Writing & Estate
Planning company

· Free consultation at home or via
Zoom/Teams
· Creation of legally binding bespoke
Wills/Estate Planning
· Advice on how to protect your
assets & leave a legacy
· Creation of Lasting Powers of
Attorney
· Business Protection
Without a Will or any
Estate Planning children
can be disinherited & Call Dave Burgess
Estates lost.
for a free consultation
T: 01606 624593
M: 07961 219138
dave@dpbwillwritingservice.co.uk
www.dpbwills.co.uk
WHERE THERE’S A WILL THERE’S A WAY

Ear Wax?

Wirral Hear Clear
Mobile ear wax removal service
We come to you
Same day service available
Ear wax removal using micro suction /
syringing / irrigation carried out by fully
quali�ed and insured professionals
Mobile service in the comfort of your
own home or workplace
Wirral and surrounding areas covered.
Other areas by arrangement.

Contact us

07762 946 518
wirralhearclear.com

“Daft place
to put a
bollard.”
We don’t judge, we just fix it.

Quality, convenient and cost-effective repairs with a lifetime guarantee.
Call Warren today 07885 853727 for a FREE estimate on repairs to bumper scuffs,
paint scratches, minor dents and alloy wheels. Find out more at chipsaway.co.uk

Charity
Caldy Open Gardens update 2022
A big thank you to everyone involved in Caldy
Open Gardens, to Premier Plants of Ledsham,
our sponsor and to all the visitors who came
along and were so appreciative of everything on
offer.
“We just wanted to say a huge congratulations
for the day. The organisation was superb &
there must have been thousands of people
in Caldy, all really enjoying themselves. The
gardens were lovely, and there was a great atmosphere. Thanks to you all for
giving so many people so much pleasure.”
We raised an incredible £31,000 for Koala North West, our chosen charity.
Bev Morgan, CEO of Koala North West said “We can’t thank you enough, we’re all
truly amazed at the amount raised. The money will help us expand our Empower
Service which offers weekly home visits to parents of children with complex needs
or disabilities. We work with the children helping them to develop, and with
their parents helping them to cope with the emotional rollercoaster and practical
implications of having a child with additional needs.”
For updates on Caldy Open Gardens, please follow us on Facebook & Instagram.

Friendly? Single?
Want to meet and keep new friends?
Do you sometimes wish for a better social life?
If so, come and join us, where you can meet and make a new
circle of friends, and enjoy good companionship. We meet every
Wednesday at 7.30pm at various locations where there is good car
parking, and a bar with a nice relaxed atmosphere.
Members organise various social events including meals out each
Saturday evening, theatre visits and many other activities.
Our group of like minded unattatched people enjoy getting out
and about, and are happy to consider suggestions for trips and
outings from all members.
Newcomers will be made most welcome. If you would prefer, we
can arrange to meet you at the door.

For more information ring Brian on 0151 6481516, or
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Call us today 0151 650 5501
kpwirral@kareplus.co.uk

Homecare

Home Helps

Live-in Care

Whether it’s a little, or it’s a lot,
personal care and help in the
home provides customers with
the support they need when
they need it most in a package
designed

Whether it’s a little, or it’s a lot,
personal care and help in the
home provides customers with
the support they need when
they need it most in a package
designed

Whether it’s a little, or it’s a lot,
personal care and help in the
home provides customers with
the support they need when
they need it most in a package
designed

FREE ASSESSMENT
NO OBLIGATION
Free Assessment
fully tailored to your
needs and
requirements
undertaken from
our friendly team of
professional and
experienced home
carers.

Professional,
local, quality
homecare
at affordable
prices

Contact our dedicated team today

Call 0151 650 5501
0151 650 5501

136 Claughton Road, Birkenhead, Wirral, CH41 6EY

www.kareplus.co.uk/wirralandliverpool

Community

A dangerous situation
Poem by John Fowler
I was galloping on a horse one day, and didn’t know what to do.
For to the left of me was an elephant, and in front a kangaroo.
To the right was a sheer drop, and a lion close behind.
What a dangerous situation, I’m sure that you would ﬁnd.
I have these senior moments, but I’m not on my own.
Best to quietly get oﬀ this merry-go-round, and get myself back home.

Wirral History Snippet
by John Fowler

48

Port Sunlight
Port Sunlight is a village in the Wirral built for its workers by Lever Brothers
soap factory in 1888. William Lever, the head honcho, personally supervised the
building of the houses and no two blocks of houses are the same.
Back in the 19th century, a number of factory owners, such as Rowntree and
Cadbury, built villages for their employees, the idea was not just to house them
but to provide virtually everything for their welfare and entertainment. The aim
was to build a close knit family with good business relations, where instead of
proﬁt sharing moneywise to individuals; money was invested into the village
amenities for the good of the people, to make them feel looked after and with a
sense of belonging.
Port Sunlight village had allotments, the famous Lady Lever Art Gallery, a hospital,
schools, a concert hall, open air swimming pool, social clubs, a pub, sports
facilities, churches, a theatre, and many other recreational facilities. All within
walking distance of the factory. The public gardens and areas were maintained by
gardeners employed by Levers, and all in all a fantastic set-up.
Economic conditions changed in the 1980s and whilst the village is still a
conservation area and well worth a visit, it no longer has the same purpose as
per the original concept. Many of the buildings now have a diﬀerent use and
until 1980 all residents were employees of Unilever, but now the houses are sold
privately.
Such an historic and iconic location as Port Sunlight was always to be on any
tourist`s itinerary, but it became even more so when it was revealed that The Fab
Four made their debut as a band in the village`s conference centre, Hulme Hall.
On the 18th August 1962, Ringo made his ﬁrst oﬃcial public performance as a
Beatle, following the sacking of Pete Best. Would you believe that it was the
Port Sunlight Horticultural Society`s after show dance? Further performances at
Hulme Hall followed in the October, when they made their ﬁrst ever broadcast
interview, which was with local DJ, Monty Lister, recorded for Radio Clatterbridge
Hospital.
Who would have thought what lay ahead in regards to worldwide fame and
fortune, following on from the start of the journey, in what was quintessentially
quaint old England surroundings.

Charity

Mobile Hairdresser

Covering Eastham, Bromborough,
Willaston & Bebington

Relax in the comfort of your own home.
I specialise in fashionable perms, cuts,
colours, set and blowdry for senior citizens.

Call - 07806 487263

What’s on
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What’s on

